AN APPRECIATION^ OF THE SANSKRIT \\()R^

banks and gives form and beauty and character."

Perhaps Vazhakunnam would have implemented metres in
composing verses for touching the hearts of the masses and cre-
ating in them the flow of devotional ideas.

Vazhakunnam's style is simple and pleasant.
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In devotion to Lord Siva, Lord Ayyappa is compared to
Parvati. In worship of Bhagavati, he is like Hayagreeva, the great
sage. In drinking the sweet stories of Lord Krishna he is similar
to Lord Siva - and perhaps better than him. Vazhakunnam has
tried to make the verses self explanatory so that even the devo-
tees, less acquainted with Sanskrit language are benefitted by
them.

Vazhakunnam, the Keralite Sanskrit poet, pays homage to
Adi Sankara, the great Sanskrit scholar, poet and philosopher,
who was born in Kerala. Vazhakunnam points out an unpopular
legend connected with him - Sri Sankara's mother while she was
a virgin, had been an ardent devotee of Lord Ayyappa. Sri
Sankara can be thus considered to have been born due to the
grace of Lord Ayyappa. Again Sri Sankara himself has corn-

88. op. cit.. verse 14, p.9.
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